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Kino Peter of Servia wants to ab¬
dicate. A mail soon gets very tired of
having to sleep in an nnventilated bomb¬
proof!
While Mr. Bryan is not at all certain

of what Eastern and Southern Democrats
want, he is quite certain that he is op¬
posed to it.

Suppose that the threatened secession
of the other States of Colombia should
take place, what a fix it would leave Gor-
mau and his coterie in.

Any young man desiring to travel and
see the world will get an unequaled op¬
portunity by enlisting in the United States
Marine Corps.
From his .S3 years of gathered wisdonlt

Senator Pettus arrives at the sage conclu¬
sion that the Democracy would have a

better chance if Bryan had stayed in Eu¬
rope till after the election.

While everybody wants absolute neu¬

trality maintained between Russia and
Japan, yet the country's sympathies are

strongly with Japan, with earnest hopes
that she will whip.
Mr. Teague, whoever he may be, says

that the army and nary of Panama "be¬
long to the modern comic opera stage."
At least, this is a higher class than the
Colombian army, which runs to low-com¬
edy.
The progressive Southern papers want

to hurry up and get the Panama business
settled so that we can turn our attention
to the next greatest enterprise.a ship ca¬
nal across the peninsula of Florida which
will be of incalculable benefit to the South¬
ern trade.

Chicago has already landed one of her
boodling Aldermen in the penitentiary,
while Missouri has set the whole batch
free under a technicality. Chicago was
always noted for doing things, while St
Louis was particularly good at excuses
for not doing them.

Russia admits a 12,000,000 bussel de¬
ficiency in her wheat crop, so it is liable
to be double that. As Russia has been
oar chief competitor in the wheat markets
of the world, our Western farmers can
view her going to war with much com¬
placency.
Senator Teixer thinks thi^t the Presi¬

dent's Panama action was all tfght excepc
that it was "too precipitate." Which re¬
minds ns:

"Children," said the teacher; impressive¬ly, "you must never do anything m a
hurry."
"How about catching fleas?^' piped out

a small voice in the rear.
* . *...

Senator Gorman has n«Jt hitherto
Ven taken for an imaginative man, unless
vr%| the men under graves-tomes as lire
citizens of Baltimore can be considered
a feat of the imagination. But his decla¬
ration that the President wants a war
with Colombia for a campaign issue is o

fantasy of the pipe-dream elass.

Gorman's leadership is having a rocky
road even in his own State. He wanted
Barnard Carter for Senator, but a great
majority of Maryland Democrats prefer
Ex-Gov. J. Walter Smith and Gorman has
had to give in, but not before his leader¬
ship has been given a bad black eye.

.

The bondholders of the United States
Shipbuilding Company propose, as the'
first step, to shake $10,000,000 of bonds
out of Mr. Schwab. Next he must drop
$*H)0,000 on some other bonds. This has
been a hard Winter on stock.especially
watered stock.

Just now the Republican Senators are
flinching a littie from the doctrine of In¬
ternationa) Eminent Domain. They will
come squarely up to it presently. I>ecause
it is sound, sensible and eminently just.
There are only a few instances, however,
in which it need be applied, and Panama
was emphatically <>uc of them.

Like the juryman, who found himself
opposed by 11 unreasonably obstinate
men, Mr. Bryan finds that 102 Demo¬
cratic Congressmen refuse to follow any
longer the 10-to-l delusion, while but
seven are with him that the declarations
of the Chicago and Kansas City platforms
are still of bindiug force. *

Senator Morgan wants us to have
the good will of Colombia, for without it
tbe difficulties of disorder and outlawry
alcag the canal will be inevitably increased.
Certainly, we want the good will of Co¬
lombia as of every other Nation on earth,
but we will not be alarmed at any threat
of disorder and outlawry. The inde¬
pendence of Panama makes a protective
barrier against Colombians reaching the
canal overland, and the Navy wilt take
care of the sea routes.

Gen. Weyler explains how he intend
ed to invade and conquer the United
States. He woald have seised ah the
vessels in tbe Havana Harbor and loaded
bis army on them, steamed directly for
New Orleans, summoned the defeated and
crushed Confederates to rally around Ms
banners, and carried tbe havoc of war
directly to tbe gate* of Washington.
Probably be was i&doced to relinquish this
grand scheme by lasmine chat the police
of New Orisons wave sons shoot allow-

what txb somas rsmoiv wnx do.
Let us stop for ft whiU the discussion

as to the different kinds of pension laws
we would like to see enacted, to consider
what the bill formulated by the G. A. R.
National Pension Committee and now be¬
fore Congress will actually accomplish. In
the first place, it proposes to put upon the
pension rolls, at the rate of $12 per month,
all those who served 90 days and were

honorably discharged, and the widows of
all such. This is a far-reaching provision,
and will do an incalculable amount of
good to a great number of men and wom¬
en who are now not getting any pension
at all, or are receiving less than $12 per
month. Let us take up the pension roll
under the old law first: According to the
report of the Commissioner of Pensions
for 1903 there are the following invalids
on the roll at the rates set opposite the
number:

At $2 4
At $3 1
At $4rr 8
At ,<"> 7
At $0 37,410
At $0.25 14
At $»i.H7»/i 2
At $075 1
At $7 37
At $7.50 ......236
At $7.75 4
At$» 34,156
At $8.25 8
At $8.50 300
At $8.62% 1
At $8.75 5
At $0 212
At $0.25 5
At $9.50 10
At $0.75 5
At $10 23,730
At $10.20 1
At $10.25 11
%t $10.50 14
At $10.62% 1
At $10.75 2
At $11 51
At $11.25 105
At $11.33 1-3 3
At sn.no.. 14
At $11.75 11

Therefore, we shall have almut lOOyOOO
men of this class of pensioners who can

trace their disabilities directly to their
service, and liaVe proved that fact, who
will have their present pensions in many
thousand instances doubled, and in others
raised 50 per cent, or one-half. There
are also, under the old law, over 2,000
widows, who are now receiving $8 per
month or less who will have their pres¬
ent pensions increased one-half. When
we come to the Act of June 27, 1800, the
good to be accomplished is still more re¬

markable. The iuvalids on the roll under
that law are rated as follows:

At'f6 ~ 87,984
At $7 2
A t $8 141,208
At 9.50 1
At $10 53,744
At $11.50 1

There are 157,255 widows on the roll
nnder the Act of June 27, 1890, at $8
per month, and two at $10, with but 4,509
at $12. Consequently, the passage of the
service pension act will increase the pen¬
sions of 175,000 invalids under that Act
from 50 to 100 per cent., and it will give
an addition of $4 a month, or 50 per cent.,
more to the 157.255 widows who are now
on the rolls at $8 per month.

In addition to those already on the rolls,
there are somewhere between 175,000 and
225,000 veterans who are eligible or soon

will become eligible who have so far
failed to convince the Pension Bureau of
the justice of their claims, or who have
not applied for pensions. All of these
will at once be placed upon the rolls at $12
per month, without further application,,
without any of the baffling circumlocu¬
tions, without any of the heart-sickening
examinations, delays, calls for more evi¬
dence," etc., which have brought incal¬
culable misery to myriads of souls. Is
not this splendid result worth while bend¬
ing all our energies to achieve?
Is it nor worth while relegating
minor differences of opinion to the
rear in order to unite solidly, resistlessly
upon to secure it? We think so. We
think so most emphatically. Whatever
attachment any comrade may hare to any
peculiar form -of legislation, we firmly be¬
lieve it is his duty, and should be his
pleasure, to join with his comrades in
pushi.ig forward a piece of legislation of
the greatest benefit to the widest possible
circle of deserving men and women. Let,
therefore, every other thought go into
abeyance, and but one voice rise from the
veterans, and that be unmistakably in
favor of the passage, at this session, ot
a Serivce Pension Bill.

CIVIL SERVICE EMPL0YEE8.
It must not be thought that all or any

considerable number of the clerks and
other employees of the Government in
Washington are of the flighty, selfish
kind, who have been making such a poth¬
er over the additional half hour. The
racket about losing opportunities for educa¬
tion, social enjoyments, and baseball
gauie^ comes almost wholly from a light¬
headed lot of recent entries into the servj
ire, whose main object in entering Gov-
errfment employ was to get the biggest
salary for the least work. The Depart¬
ments in Washington are filled with con¬
scientious, zealous, honorable men and
women, thousands of whom have grown
gray in the service, and who are as faith¬
ful as any set of men or women in the
world. There is a strong question whether
the Civil Service reform has brought in
anything like as good an clement as that
which was in when Civil Service reform
was inaugurated. .

The men and women
who are doing the real work of the Gov¬
ernment are as devoted to the proper dis¬
charge of their duties and as unsparing of
their time and convenience id the faithful
transaction of business as it is possible
for men and women to be. No praise can
be too high for the way in which a large
portion of its employees serve the Gov-
ernmeut. There is, as there always is
in every gathering of meu and women, a
noisy, selfish, lazy percentage, and these
arc making all the trouble, and" it is
against this element that the strictures
and ridicule are leveled.

\ .

An English Judge has given a lesson
to advertisers which we hope' some Judge
in this country will soon repeat with even
more emphasis. A furniture house ad¬
vertised offering the '"furniture of an
actre*s.who was going abroad'7 which was
valued at $%S00t al half cost. Another
advertisement offered "the property of a
gentleman who waa going to Johannes¬
burg for $500,° which waa said to have
cost $1,250 only a ehort time previous.
The purchasers found that both these
statements were untrue; that there waa no
aetrees going abroad, and ne gentleman
going to Johannesburg. The furniture
men defended the transaction as one.
ternary Ia their trade, but the Judge-'<Z

¦ ..

. iz-nisomtorwa ramov. ?

Comrade Janes D. Walker, of Pitts¬
burg, Pa., Commander-in-Chief of the
Union ex-Prisoners of War Association;
Comrade S. M. Long, Bast Orange, N.
Commander of the Department of New
Jersey G. A. B. and Secretary of the Na¬
tional Prisoners of War Association, and
Comrades W. T. Ziegler, Gettysburg, Pa.;
O. A. Parsons, Wiikes-Barre, Pa., and
Eza H. Ripple, of Scranton, of the Na¬
tional Council, were in the city last week
in the interests of a bill to pension the ex-
prisoners of war. The following bill was
decided upon and introduced by Seuator
Penrose, in the Senate, and by Represen¬
tative Dalzell, in the House. Comman¬
der Walker and his associates were given a

hearing before the Pension Committees of
both Houses, and made a strong appeal
for tbe passage of the bill as a measure
of justice for the men who suffered more
than any others for the cause of the
Union. Both Committees expressed them¬
selves strongly impressed, and willing to
do all they could to insure the passage of
the bill.
"A BILL granting pensions to soldiers

and sailors confined in so-called Confed¬
erate prisons.
"Whereas many officers, soldiers, sailors,
nnl marines of the Federal Army and
Navy were confined in so-called Confed¬
erate prisons for a great length of time,
suffering unusual hardships aud contrac¬
ting diseases and disabilities difficult to
fully prove under existing pension law*:
Therefore, for the purpose of doing jus¬
tice to a specially deserving class of sur¬
viving veterans of the war,
"Be it enacted by the Senate and House

of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the
Secretary of the Interior be, and he is
hereby, authorized and directed to place
on the pension roll the names of each and
all officers, soldiers, sailors, and marines
now surviving who, while in the service
of the United States and in the line of
tlieir duty, were taken prisoners of war
and as such confined in so-called Confed¬
erate prisous between the first day of
May, 1861, and the first day of May. 18C5;
and there shall be paid to every officer,
soldier, sailor and marine so placed on the
pension roll the sum of $2 for each and
every day he was so confined in any such
prison; and furthermore, and in addition,"
such surviving prisoners of war shall each
receive the sum of $12 for each month
during the remainder of his natural life:
Provided, That each pension shall'in each
ease begin from the date of the passage of
this act and be paid at the same time and
in the same manner as other pensions are
now paid: Provided further, TTiat I his act
shall not entitle any person to draw more
than one pension, but that such,, surviving
prisoners of war as are entitled fo and are
receiving a pension at the time of the pas¬
sage of this act shall be entitled to the
increase of their pension which this act
may grant them; and in no event shall
the fact that a person is drawing a pension
preclude him from receiving the full
amount of said $2 per day in addition to
the monthly pension allowed him; and the
widow of any pensioner under this act will
be entitled to a pension of $12 per mouth
so long as she remains a widow.** .

Tliis is a measure of sncfa undoubted jus¬
tice that Congress should not hesitate to
pass the bilL The men who were confined
in the rebel prisons were taken from the
firing-Mae, and suffered hardships such as
befell no other class of soldiers, and the
awful mortality of Andersonville and
Salisbury proved sufficiently all this. No
man who went through these hells of tor¬
ture without suffering grevious boAily im- a

pairments, and the men who did so are
to-day far older than their years, and suf¬
fering from disabilities of. the most cruel
nat^e. It is a very small recompense- to
give them $2 a day and $12 per month
for the rest of their lives, and there
should be no unwillingness on the part of,
Congress to do this. The number of theui
who still Hve is comparatively small, hot
more than a few thousand, and the expen¬
diture by the Treasury would not be great.
Let us have the bill passed quickly and
without question.

.
COMMISSIONER JOHN C. BLACK.

Commander-in-Chief John C. Black ar¬
rived in the city last week in far better
physical condition than his host of anxious
friends had dared to hope. He is all right
now, except for a lame foot, which com¬
pels the use of a crutch. Mentally he is
as bright as the brightest, and can perform
an unusual amount of hard work. He was
immediately sworn into his office as Com¬
missioner of Civil Service, and his col¬
leagues paid him the great honor of elect¬
ing him President oi! the Board, a position
which he will well adoru. The good wishes
of all the comrades go out to the Comman¬
der-in-Chief in his new office, and they
are all sanguine of a career of extended
usefulness for him.

They may be voting for Geu. Jackson'-
in Ohio yet, but they seem to have become
unfamiliar with his features. At the
Jackson Day Banquet at Cleveland, the
menu was ornamented with a fine picture
of a venerable statesman, which the faith- 1

ful accepted as a portrait of their patron
saint, the victor of N<^v Orleans. In the
course of the evening it was, however,
cruelly but unmistakably demonstrated to
them that it was the portrait of Win.
Henry Harrison, who was eminent in life
for his opposition to the Democracy, and
his success in downing it.

Tiie scheme of Mr. Bryan and some of
his associates to hold up the Democratic
Convention by having a compact minority
block actiou under the two-thirds rale,
seems to have been broached prematurely
aud the party managers gotten on to it.
Some very emphatic admonitions are be¬
ing given out that no such taking by the
throat will be allowed in the Convention,
and this, in its way, makes for righteous¬
ness.

. ..

¦ .
The world is still on the ragged edge ;

as to Japan and Russia. Last Sunday the
uews was altogether peaceful, and to
the effect that Russia had receded from
her position, granting substantially .all
that Japan askvti. On Monday morning
the horisou changed, with the likelihood of
a collision between the fleets and the ad¬
vance of the Japanese troops into Koraa,
bringing on war at any moment. Russia
seems really adverse to war, but has' got¬
ten herself into a position from which she 1
can not make any creditable retreat. , ,,

The proposition is before Congress- to
amend the Constitution so as to give ^very .

citissa of the United States eight seres
ss land "as nearly square" as possible. 1

What good will eight acres do thoss who
do not care to confine themselves to rais¬
ing potatoes and lasdsa asses?

. » r.

Pur. Moose's statement that only JT
pes cent, of tho weather forecasts fals*
to cosas trust allows the papers of' the
eosntry to rise sp as oas sdltisa «a|»
mark that the seathsr news has a bighoiks in veracity on the other sews

Oorr*I«KT. 1908. BT T*» PcbmbS
Capt. Bibb's Effort to Baise a Company la
Warttrarg.Tha Elders Decide That Their
Tonne lten Shall Not Oo to War.
"Capt.- Bibb paused to note the effect of

his speech, and hie friends took another
drink all .around. Already they were all
more or less under the influence of the
liquor drunk under a hot sun, and their
oathfr ant^ actions were shocking to the
peaceable, orderly, clean-speeched Wart-
burgers.

44 'Was meint der Kerl? Was will er?'
tremblingly asked one of the patriarchs,
relapsing in his excitement into t&e old for¬
gotten German speech which he had,
scarcely heard or used since he was a
child.
"Though my troubled mind began to re¬

call what I had* heard and seen in my pas¬
sage through the Soptji, X answered in the
same tongue:

44 "That know I not entirely.'
"Attracted by the startling strangeness

of the music or fife, dmm and bugle, the
women came from their bouses toward the
mill.elderly dames dragged forward bytheir eager grandchildren; buxom wives
with babes in their arms, and a brood fol¬
lowing.catching at their skirts;_girls just
blooming into maidenhood, with. long,heavy braids of hair hanging down their
backs, faces round as apples, pink-and-
white skins, and big, soft eyes like young
heifers. They all wore the white linen
caps of their Germau foremothers, and
long, housewifely aprons made from the
linen spun and Woven by their own bands.
"The boys crowded around the new-com¬

ers and gazed with open eyes and mouths
at their strange faces, stranger clothes,
and still stranger swords and revolvers.
The young men grouped themselves around
the maidens, and passed the simple, old
neighborly jokes with them. Brawny,
full-bearded husbands, their naked arms
hairy and red from exposure in the fields,
went to the sides of their wives and took
from them the babies and stood waiting
quietly for the outcome which the elders
were to decide. <

"As was the enstom when anything un¬
usual occurred in the neighborhood,

^

the
patriarchs drew off by themselves in a
little group to talk over the startling ir¬
ruption, and determine what to do.' It
was as impressive and authoritative a
gathering as a sitting of a legislature or
Congress, and no man under 50 presumed
to approach during its deliberations.

"Capt. Bibb came over to me as I stood
a little apart from all the rest, and in¬
quired:

,44 4VVhere are you from, and what are
yon doiug in this settlement?*

" 4I am a schoolmaster here, and preach
on Sundays,'. J answered.

#.."What have you been teaching these
peftple as to tWr duty ip this crisis?'

*4 4Wbarcriai#r I asked.
"'Why.1 tile war. You know very well

what I m&in/ he said irritably, for he had
delink Cnpughx to be quite impatient.
'What ha** you told them about going to
the defend 6C their countryT

44 4What war?' I asked, in amazement.
"He looked at me angrily for an instant,

but the entire sincerity with which I asked
.the question at length, seemed clear even
to hur. '

4

, IT"He asked contemptuously. Is it possi¬
ble that ypu Ditfch cove-steers here are so
stupid' as jaot to know there is a war
going on?'

.

'

,,,44 4I surety not,' and of course they
do not,' f replied. *Whom

. U the war
with? we got into trouble with the
British;ag*frr , t ,"He gatl to? a 4*S*>h«?fuI look as he
answered: ,

44 The British? No, yoti mountain
mole. With the Yankees, the Abolition¬ists.*

,44 'With the Abolitionistsr I echoed
4Why, I thought that they hung old John
Brown and the rest of the Abolitionists
that they didn't kill, up at Harper's Ferry
three or four years ago.' ;"He seemed almost on ^the point of
bursting-with scorn at my ignorahce, but
was interrupted in what intended to
say by th*-patriarch of the elders coming
up -to inquire in the quaint, old speech of
the Bible, which they had all used since
their German had died into forgetfulness:
"What manner of men are ye, whence

came ye, and wherefore come ye?' asked
Father Melilot.
"Capt Bibb turned to answer him with

rough impatience, but the simple dignit.x
of the aged man awed him into respeetful
Kuooch
"We had all thought how much Father

Melilot resembled the pieture of Moses in
the old German Bible I had brought into
the settlement with me. Taller than most
of the Wartburgers, his SO years had
slightly bent his broad shoulders. His
forehead was high and wide, his eyes large
and .calm, and direct iu their steady gaze.
His abundant locks, washed white as
wool by tliG snows of fourscore Winters,
fali far down his shoulders, and on his
breast lay a full-flowing beard, white-as
his hair, and which had not known shears
for a lifetime of young men.

>4Catit: Bibb answereS:
" 'Well, Grandfather, we are Confeder¬

ate officers.'
".'Confederate officers," repeated Father

Melilot, slowly going back to his Bible
knowledge ' for understanding. Isaiah
says that Syria was confederate with
Ephraiui against the Lord's anointed,
do not. understand you."

" 'Why, we are officers of the Confeder¬
acy.the Southern Confederacy you know,
said the Captain with a little quickness,
for the old man's calm deliberation dis¬
turbed him.. The Confederacy, you know,'
he repeated.

v 'Say ye not, a confederacy, to all them
to whom this people shall say a confeder¬
acy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be
afraid,' spoke the old man, slowly, recall¬
ing the words which were to him and all
his people the guide of their every act m

44 'What's that got to do with it.
don't understand,' said Capt. Bibb impa¬
tiently. 'We've come np here to get your
young men foe the army, and they've got
to go with ua, or tkere'U be trouble,'.44 48anetil5# thei Lord of hosts Himself;
and let Hintibd your ffear, and let Him be
your dweadYrwiHed the venerable patri¬
arch with hi* sft»W, even speech.

44 4WelI, I " didn't come here to talk re¬
ligion, or lidten*to texts/ said Capt. Bibb.

" 4ITo. Jnddrdi' interrupted a tall young
mau* with a fad* of hickory-hardness, and

yay giiitWitb an'old militia saber and
a hoteter-pial«l»" had come up during
the conversations I afterward heard him
called; UeptyiHtonloke.-«o, iadeeds we
adn't.: First thing we want is soma grab.
HV«e all bitugry aa wolves: ' .Md man,
tail yar tribalto ¦Cngkna out soma victuals.
Lots of 'enwaand .in a hurry/

"Cant. Bibb * flinched a» little-i at this
rough talk Iff* hia subordinate to the ven
^U,}* «Ua»I5wi>seiA' mowrrfrfBy: ^44 'Slider, wtf all quite hungry. Can't
your folks get aa something tx> eat? Wenl
talk fhi* over a*wa * aensfortably after

verily.' answered Father MettlOt
heartily. 4Te shall eat J*most waleomau. Ma atran«air>(that enter
our gales dapart anhangesed. It It
not pyasiug to God that ha should. He
dees alve us the ivcEaaa^ of our flelda
for oneselvea eiapa, hurt thattka wly&x*
in# ma* and tba paor any teM- -mm*
an* driak ahooM havo heaa oferadrfou. era

bat h cams with sound of trnmpat
sa*khnt* «ad we know not what your

meant.'
,'Ot/iutvit Awi.eat It yto*t, *M!hek&s

pnw or TinWatrfiim
gizzards, and we can listen to yoxi better.'

"Fa-ther Melilot looked down calmly
upon him.

" 'I will speak to onr womankind, that
they may minister nnto ye,* he said
quietly. 'Lead your beasts to our barns
and granaries, and there give them their
till. Ye shall be called when meat is
ready.'

" 'We will speak further after ye have
refreshed yourselves/ he' continued to
Capt. Bibb, and turning walked slowly
back to the elders. A commotion drew
our attrition. During the conversation
the remainder of the party, all more or
less under the influence of liquor, had been

r' «» *Vk-».

"he was intbbkupted by tbj

mingling with the people, attracted by
the fresh beauty of the girls and young
women. With their sweet, flower-like
faces, their gentle, fawnlike eyes, their de¬
mure quietness, their neat dress, they were
a fascinating revelation to men accnstomed
to the slatternly, shrill-voiced, hatchet-
faced, snuff-dipping mountain women. The
Confederates were possessed with the idea
that the Wartburgers were an inferior
race, and they could take even more lib¬
erties with them than with their own poor
white trash.' The Wartburger young men
had been frowning darkly and muttering
as the new-comers came up to their shrink¬
ing sweethearts with impudent. freedom
and rough jokes, putting arms around their
waists, and pressing liquor-smelling kisses

[ upon them in the faces of their own lov¬
ers. Pheenie Margraf, leader of all the
girls, and their proudest, for she was not
only tall, slender and handsome, but her
father had the b£st house and the most
cattle in the settlement, was standing a
little apart from the rest, with Rudy
Brant, a young giant, whom she was to
marry at the Harvest Home Thank-offer¬
ing. As she spoke from time to time with
him, her hands were busy with a bit of
filmy lace for her bridal finery, which she
was knitting of spiderjr thread spun by
herself. Pheenie was the most skilful
spinner in the settlement. She could draw
a handful of flax into a thread which
would reach over the mountains on both
sides of the cove, without a knot or an
uneven blemish in its whole length. As
I,lent. Hunloke turned from Father Melilot
he noticed her, and her beauty went
straight to his head. He strode directly
toward her, brushing back another man
who seemed headed that way, and without
more ado thrust his arm around her waist
and tried to kiss her cheek. She gave a

shuddering scream and snatched herself
away from his grasp to get nearer ltudy,
who had moved for the moment a little
from his sweetheart's side. He turned,
saw what was happening, and raised his
hand warningly to Hunloke, who flung at
him a muttered oath to attend to his own
business, and ran after Pheenie. Rudy
Brant made a long, tierce stride to her
side, and bringing down on Hunloke s

shoulder a hand that looked as large as
a small ham, jerked him off his balance,
and filing him headlong on the grass at
Pheenie's feet.
"Hunloke rolled over, swore bitterly,

and reached for his revolver, but Rudy
Brant stood over liim with clenched fists
and darkly glowering countenance.

" 'Nay, touch not thy weapon/ hisRed
Rudy, 'or I'll stamp thee into the earth.,
filth that thou art. Draw thy hand back.'
"The women screamed, and ran to their

homes. The men gathered around Rudy
and Hunloke. *

" 'Peace here, to all and everybody,
commanded Father Melilot, waving his
ram's-horn staff as a badge of authority,
before whom all the men fell back. 'Stay,
withhold; forbear, Rudy. Touch not that
man again.'

" 'Then must he leave Pheenie alone,
growled Rudy, not relaxing a muscle.

" 'If be touches that man again I shall
kill him,' shouted Capt. Bibb, drawing hi*
revolver. 'He is an officer in the Confed¬
erate army, and his commander. Get up.
Lieutenant, and come here."
"'Nay; nay;' commanded Father Meli¬

lot, interposing his staff in front of the re¬
volver. 'We must have no violence or
bloodshed here. We are all men of peace,
who fear God. There must be no strife
among us. But no man must lay an im¬
pure hand upon another s wife, or be¬
trothed, or any of womankind that is his.

"Lieut. Hunloke soae to his feet, with
his hard face red and threatening. Rudy
Brant keeping close to him, with his huge
hands ready for action.
"Father Melilot stepped between them,

and again waved hia ram's staff in au¬
thoritative demand for peace.
"'Draw thy young mea apart a little,'

he said to Capt. Bibb. 'Let them, take
their beasts to the mangers and feed them.
Bj that time dinner will be ready, and
after eating all wttl be ia better humor.'

" «My men are not used to taking eare
el their own horses,' said Capt Bibb, sul¬
lenly. 'They are gentlemen, and have nig¬
gers to do that for them.'

" 'I know not what thou meanest by
gentlemen/ returned1 Father Melilot
calmly. 'We are all merely men before the
Lord, and but weak, siafal men at beat.
Pride goeth before destruction, and a
haughty spirit before a falh All at unbare i
willing t» do tM IpvUeat offlo^ior those j,
who may tarry wHft us. Brethren*, take- r

these stranger* beasts to thy manges*
and feci and cos* foe te at if tMae
own. Cfeiidtont m tefl the asters that
tfcar signify untoasarwbeft ttaaysre read*

with bint back: to the coun¬
cil o£ the SHdaea

" 'What said that man to the*? be la-faatoagt o» w» to

laatand
wo* ta tba

¦cs to join jwith tkcm against their nt-
nki.'

** 4War In the land? With whom?' he
inquired.

*1 hardly know. He Mid se«*ethin|
.boot war with the Yankees and Aboli¬
tionists of the North/

41 'What hare we to do with that? Oui
fathers sought this land fbr peace. W<
Shall partake in no war. If the Junaiek-
lies of the south go out to fight the 8a
maritans of the north, or the Syrians oj
the east, it is naught to us. 'Hie wilder¬
ness of Ziph and the mountain* ol
Abarim are between us and them, and w<
will abide by our homes in peace. Neithei
frhall oar young men go forth, nor any mac
leave his wife.'
"The boys came running up. with the

announcement that dinner was ready. Fa¬
ther Melilot took me with him to invite
Capt. Bibb and Lieut. Hunloke to go witii
him to his house, and the other Elder*
each took one or more of the others wit!
him.

"Father Melilot's wife had passed away
years before, but his home was pft*ide<]
oxy by a widowed daughter, Frow Men
del, a comely dame of 50, and the mos4
notable housekeeper in the settlement.
Everything about the house was rude and
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strong, but spotlessly clean and orderly.
Only the linen was as fine as hands could
make it. We stopped on the porch, where
soft white roller towels hung above a wide
.trough, hewed from a tulip tree, in which
were wide, shallow gourds for wash¬
basins, and other smaller gourds contained
soap. Pure, clear, cold water came from
the well near by, drawn up by a bucket
hanging from a sweep. How delicious on
a hot .day was the cool water that came
from the moss-covered bucket dipping far
down into the limestone of Father Meli¬
lot's well. Every man was expected to
thoroughly cleanse his face and hands of
tho grime of the roads and the fields and
brush the dust from his clothes, before he
entered the tidy kitchen where the meals
were served. Father Melilot and I opened
our collars and washed, combed and
brushed elaborately, and like a gentleman
Capt. Bibb followed our example to some
extent, l.ieut. Hunloke would not. He
strode sullenly around, muttering sarcastic
comments on 'Dutch' ideas and manners,
and punching with the end of his saber
scabbard, at the chinking between the
stones. He wanted something to drink,
and after mentioning this once or twice in
a low tone, stopped in front of Father
Melilot, who was combing out his snowy
cascade of a beard, and demanded:

4* 'Say, old man, I wish you'd hand out
some good liquor, if you've got any.'
" 'Presently, my sou; presently,' replied

the old man calmly, going on with his
combing.
"When he had finished he stepped to the

door and ushered us in with:
" 'Enter in peace, and welcome, in God's

name.'
"Iu the center of a stone-floofed kitchen,

clean as a dairy, stood a table covered with
a cloth of white linen, and smoking with
good thiugs served from the iron kettles
and ovens in the wide, high fireplace at one
end. Never have I seen so inviting a place
to eat and such delicious things to eat as
in Father Melilot's kitchen, as managed
by his daughter, Frow Mendel. It was all
that the inner man could wish.
"Father Melilot, as the first act of hos¬

pitality, took from the sideboard a i»ie-
thorie old German decanter, which hi*
grandfather had brought with him, and
poured into a little glass for each a>f us.
as an appetizer, a dram of peach brandy,
distilled in the diminutive still which
served the whole settlement, and which
had ri^ned in his cool stone cellar for a
quarter of a century.' It was clear,
smooth and oily. I took but a sip, for I
believed little in appetizers, and still less
in dram-drinking, but I always followed
customs, if I could without too much vio¬
lence, and a small drink of liquor at noon
and again before going to bed was one
of their ancient customs. Capt. Bibb
drank his dram decorously, and praised the
quality of the fine old liquor.

"Lieut.^Hunloke tasted his, looked sur¬
prised, gulped the rest down, and ex¬
claimed :

" 'Great snakes, old man, but that's
splendid stuff. Here, give me another,
and see that you fill her up full this time.'

"This was an inexcusable breach of
Wartburg manners. To join the head of
the house.the host.in a small dram be¬
fore sitting down to dinner, besides being
regarded as a requirement of health, was
an act of courtesy. Bat to drink another
.nay, to demand another, and more of it
.stamped one as a wine-bibber and a
drunkard, besides grossly disrespectful to
the host. Without a word or a look, how¬
ever, to express his feelings, Father Meli¬
lot filled up the glass again, Lieut. Hun¬
loke not letting him stop until the brim
was reached. Hunloke tossed this off at
a single gulp, and held out his glass for
more. But Father Melilot set the decan¬
ter away this time, gravely remarking:" That is stranger than thou deemest
Wait till thou has eaten before drinkingmore/
" *0, don't think that any of your Dutch

liquo? can down me/ answered JLieut.Hunloke with a coarse laugh. 'Be careful
of that to these soft-pates round here; I'm
a man of the world, tempered like springstc&l' '
" 'We drew over the smooth stones of

the floor the heavy hickory-bottomed
chairs, and as we seated ourselves around
the table, Father Melilot bowed his -pa¬
triarchal head for a lone, fervent thanks¬
giving for the meat set before us, and
then, his feelings getting uppermost, he
went on with an appeal tx> the Almighty
to avert any trouble* from Him chosen,
people ta the ¦oantsina, and to give them
wUhs te iet feeet^fng t» Hie lawn. It
we% a long gmeo to say before meat, even
foe Vathee MoiiWt, who usually in hie
prayers strove te cover every point.Cant. Blfeb-ne& next met and I eonftd net
hgp jwrticintMas gi swing restive. Lient

as tfcat stay ee far away freae me/ took
the decanter, filled hie pan again, drank
it oft, and vhteed *h»<fccaator by hla plate.

hietef-

appeal to tk* TkroM #f Grace, u4 ws to
gan to attack Flow Mendel's luerfow
cookiQf. This absorbed at for tome
time, to the extent of preventing conrer-
eetion, for we were all very hungry. Capt.Bibb and Lieut. Hunloke had nerer totted
anything to good in all their liret, and
they ate and wondered, with Lieut. 41un-
loke helping himself liberally to the old
peach brandy. When we finished the
meats there was a abort breathing sped,while Frow Mendel wat bringing fromthe spring-house some of her famous pies..* The teacher tells me,' Father Meli-
iot opened the conversation, 4that thou
styest there Is war in the land.'

" 'There certainly ia, and has been for
more than a year now,' answered Capt.Bibb. 'The Yankees hare inraded us,and we have defeated them in a number of
battles. They are cowards, and will not
fight.'

" "Then the war should be over, and ythare peace.'" 'No, it ia worse than ever. The Yan¬
kees are coming on in greater numbers
than erer. That is the reason we musthare more men.*

" 'My mind fails to understand why, Ifthe lankees hare been overthrown, and
will not fight any way, that they should
continue to come on, and ye need more
men. It was not so when Joshua andGideon and David went to war.'

"'Say, Cap. what'a the uae of arguiugwith the old Dutch fool7* said Lieut. Hun¬loke, who was now 'ugly drunk.' 'Hedon't understand, and don't want to un¬derstand. Tell him right out what wt
came here for. and what we've got tohave. We eou[d spend the whole day dis¬puting, and be no better off/
"'Just be patient. Lieutenant,' admon¬ished the Captain. 'I'll come to the pointpresently. Grandfather, I hare net time

to go into the whole history ol the warwith you. You should have learned Itlong ago. and this teacher here should have
taught it to you.'

" 'The teacher hae taught all that he
waa bidden to teach. He has fulfilled hisduty. He ba* helped us to a true knowl¬
edge of the faith, and waa warned not tocloud the understandings of our peoplewith the foolish strife and rain conten¬tious of those who stray far from'God in
the Cities of the Plain. Nor do we care toknow aught of it from you. We are livinghere in pear<* and the fear and admoni¬
tion of the Lord, harming no man. Thou
hast come to us. and we have taken ye in,and given ye of our bread and our salt.Go in peace, with God's blessing.'"The patriarch rose, took down his to¬
bacco box and handed a cob-pipe to eaclifand motioned that we go out on the porcland smoke.

"Lieut. Hunloke arose angrily and un*
steadily. His clumsy hand struek the de¬
canter, the precious heirloom, and it shiv¬
ered on tiie stone floor.
"Too bad to lose all that good liquor.*said Hunloke, without apology for hit

gross awkwardness.
"Frow Mendel burst into violent weep¬ing over the loss.
** 'I guess a lot of you women'll have

something worth while crying for before
we get through,' sneered Lieut. Hnnloke,
as he staggered out to where Father Mel-
ilot waa calmly filling his pipe, and look*
ing down upon the excited Capt. Bibb,who waa saying:

" 'Now, Grandfather, Til not beat about
the bush any longer. I wat ordered here
by the Confederate Government to raise a
company of cavalry in this settlement,and I must have the men. You have so
far escaped sending any men, but you ean
not any longer. The country needs men,and you muet do your share. Your share
is 100 men, and I must have them before
I leave.'

" 'Not one of oqr young men shall go
forth to war, nor shall any man forsake
his wife,' answered Father Melilot de¬
cidedly. as he lighted his pipe with a coal
Frow Mendel brought him from fire*
place.

(To be continued.)
The question a& to how the construc¬

tion of the Panama Canal will affect th#
Pacific Railroads is now under tamest
discussion in the railroad papers: < Th#
trend of opinion seems to be that it wit
not seriously hurt the Northern railroads
since they are relying largely upon local
trade for most of their business, but that
the Southern Pacific may be injured for a
while, since it has comparatively little
local business and not a great prospect of
any. This does not seem to us wholly
sound. The first result of the construc¬
tion of the canal will be to give a real
impetus to trade with the Orient, and
bring an immense accession of that to¬
ward our Pacific shores. In thia acces¬
sion the railroads will gain enormously
over their present business. Now the
shipment of goods across the Pacific has
to be in a manner forced. It is a new
route, and therefore requires promotion.
The construction of the canal will make
the Pacific route the great one of the
world, aud an immense amount of goods
will be sent by steamers to the Pacific
coast, and then for quick transmission
forwarded over the railroads to the At¬
lantic coast, and reshipped to Europe.
This will be a much quicker route than
the other, and promises great things fof
the railroads.

. ...

Comrade Simon Bollinger, Co. D, 5th
U. S. Art., Henryville, Ind., is the repre¬
sentative of several thousand good, faithful
soldiers who suffer from one of the inci¬
dental unfairnesses of the war. He enlisted
in December, 1860, in the Regular Army
for a period of five year*, and consequent¬
ly had to serve until December, 1865, or
through the whole period of the war.
There were several thousand like him.
When they enlisted they were paid ia gold
$11 per month for the infantry, and $12
for the mounted service. The/ received
no bounty, and their pay, owing to the de¬
preciation of the greenback, fell to some¬
thing like $6 per month. They were also
debarred from commissions and other ad¬
vancement such as came to the volunteers
in the new regiments.' It seems as if Con¬
gress ought to do something to partially
make good these damages to very faithful
and valuable soldiers of the army.
The Iroquois Club, of Chicago, to which

the leading Democrats of Illinois belong,
is said to be preparing to boom Gen.' Nel¬
son A. Miles for President A banquet
will be arranged at which Gen. Milea will
make the principal address and the boom
be lanched.
Radium has again advanced several mil¬

lion dollars a pound, but somehow there is
no way to get in any work on the Trusts
for thia new attack upon suffering poor
families struggling through a hard Win¬
ter.

Some men am asking If history will re¬
peat itself? Just 34 years ago James A.
Garfield was chosen Senator from Ohio,
but before he oould take hit teat ha wat
elected President of the United States.

Me. Cakkbbie hat now offered hit one-
thousandth library. Thia > breaks the
world'* retard tor philanthropy.
Itar*.

t ¦ >
Oflfoers for. the current year vara elec¬

ted far the 48th K. Y. Civil Wax Veteran
aa tallow*: Praatfsst, JLoU.

F. Mackellar; V. P., David B. Fletcher;
Sec., Was. T. Manley, 477 Fifth Ave*
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Treas., Janata Dillon;
Chaplain, Geo. B. Stayley; 8nrg., Gool W.

tal


